40     ANCIENT AND MODERN IMPERIALISM
Lord Lawrence was right in regarding the whole of this episode mainly as a military mutiny rather than a political movement. Nor should it ever be forgotten that, even during that time of stress and convulsion, no inconsiderable body of the auxiliary troops remained loyal. Throughout the length and breadth of the British Empire there exists no monument of greater political significance than that erected by Lord Northbrook at Lucknow in honour of the heroism of those Sepoys who, in the face of temptations which would have rendered defection, to say the least, excusable, adhered to the British cause.
If we leave aside the episode of the Mutiny, the answer to the question I have propounded cannot be doubtful. On many a well-fought field, not only the bravery, but also the loyalty, of the auxiliary troops of Great Britain have been conspicuous.
Will the past be repeated in the future ? Will the steadfast loyalty, to which both the rulers and the ruled may look with equal pride
groups, never amounted to a rebellion/' I think that this verdict will be endorsed by most of those who know India, and who have studied this particular question.